
Celebrating Black History in Northern NM 
 

Every February we celebrate Black History month to commemorate and celebrate the work 
done by Black leaders and community members. While the tri-cultural experience (Native 
American, Hispanic, and White) of our state is often the focus, Black New Mexicans have 
played an integral role in our history and continue to be key to a successful future. In 1999 
New Mexico established the first state-funded Office of African American Affairs, honoring 
the rich history of Black New Mexicans. NCNMEDD works to continue this legacy by 
supporting and applauding work done by Black serving institutions throughout the state, 
and helping to ensure that people of every color and background have access to the same 
rights and resources.  
 

We invite you to learn more about the Black and African-American communities in our 
region through ongoing resources and events: 
 

NM Office of African American Affairs : Providing events and programing throughout the 
year to support and engage the African American community in NM. 
Database of Black owned Businesses in NM : Find and support business owners in your 
community. 
Greater Albuquerque Black Chamber of Commerce : Working in Albuquerque, Santa Fe, 
and beyond  to strengthen business networks for Black business owners.  
NM Black History : Celebrate and uplift Black community members throughout the year 
with programs and events.  
Anti-Racism Daily : A daily newsletter to promote understanding and anti-racism. 
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Message from Executive Director Monica Abeita 
 

 

Hello Everyone, 
 

The month of February 2021 has flown by with all of us glued to our screens to watch our 

beloved Legislative Session from afar! This year, we welcome many new Legislators to our 

region: Senators Leo Jaramillo and Gregg Schmedes and Representatives Ambrose Castellano, 

Stefani Lord, Tara Lujan, Roger Montoya, Kristina Ortez and Linda Serrato. I want to personally 

thank our area Legislators for their tireless support of north central communities and NCNMEDD. 

The staff and I are hard at work monitoring capital outlay, broadband funding and other 

important legislation for our communities.  
 

On the federal track, we are closely monitoring  President Biden’s proposed relief package. Our 

new Disaster Recovery Coordinator has already studied our region’s ICIPs, capital outlay 

requests, transportation priorities and EDA projects. We will be reaching out to each local 

government to ascertain your priorities so we can assist with applications and projects. There are 

many exciting opportunities ahead and we look forward to working with you to make our region 

prosper! 
 

Best Regards,  

NORTH CENTRAL NEW MEXICO 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

https://www.oaaa.state.nm.us/
https://nmblackhistorymonth.com/black-owned-businesses/
https://aagacc.org/
https://nmblackhistory.nmblc.org/
https://www.antiracismdaily.com/
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Updates from the 2021 NM Legislative Session 
The NM Legislative Session continues to break barriers on what the state thought was possible. In the first ever virtual 
legislative session, our legislators continue to bring key issues to the table to ensure the successful future of our state 
and our region.  
 

With a proposed budget of $7.39 billion, legislators are proposing $402 million for economic relief and pandemic 
recovery, $325 million as replenishment of the state unemployment fund, $300 million for transportation projects, and 
$30 million in funds set aside for increasing broadband 
throughout the state.  
 

In addition to bills being discussed during this session, our 
region submitted almost 500 Capital Outlay requests to improve 
infrastructure, purchase equipment, and provide needed 
developments in each of our eight counties. NCNMEDD offered 
technical assistance to our members, but some entities 
submitted on their own.  
 

Access the Virtual Roundhouse every Tuesday for special 
presentations from regional Small Business Development 
Centers, key speakers, and state offices.  
See the full list of bills in the 2021 Legislative session here.  

NCNMEDD Hires a new Disaster Recovery Coordinator 

NCNMEDD is pleased to announce our new Disaster Recovery Coordinator, Kenny Pin. Originally from New York City, 
Kenny moved to New Mexico in 1992 to attain a Master’s degree in Community and Regional Planning from UNM. He has 
worked as a Planner with Santa Fe County, Planning and Grants Officer for the Northern Pueblos Housing Authority, Tribal 
Planner and Planning Director for Santo Domingo where he co-founded the Tribal Planners Roundtable, Public Services 
Director for Isleta Pueblo, and Tribal Administrator at the Pueblo de Cochiti where he oversaw seven programs. 
 
Kenny also served as the Executive Director of a small non-profit in Farmington, which provided direct services to six 
Navajo chapters in the Four Corners region and most recently worked for the U.S. Census Bureau as the Tribal Partnership 
Specialist for the Eight Northern Pueblos and Jicarilla Apache Nation. He has also served as a community advocate for his 
hometown of Santa Fe, and member of the Living Wage Roundtable which resulted in a city ordinance establishing a living 
wage that exceeded the state and federal wage rate to offset the high cost of living in the city. He currently sits on the 
Board of Directors of the New Mexico Foundation and the Neighborhood Network in Santa Fe.  
 
We are excited to welcome Kenny’s expertise to our team and to help our local governments continue their pathways of 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. He can be reached via email at kennethp@ncnmedd.com or at (505) 356-9098 . 

Pandemic Relief Bills in 2021 NM Legislature 
 

Senate Bills 1, 2, and 3, and House Bill 11 are all focused on pandemic recovery spotlighting support to the restaurant 

industry with Gross Receipt Tax deductions, liquor license fee wavers, and to the small business economy with extensions 

to small business programs introduced during the pandemic and expansions to the local and regional economic 

development support fund (LEDA). Through HB11 $200 million in grants to New Mexico small businesses impacted by the 

COVID-19 pandemic have been cleared through the Senate on a 41-1 vote on Feb. 19, for final passage.  

http://www.virtualroundhousenm.com/
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation_List
mailto:kennethp@ncnmedd.com
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=B&legNo=1&year=21
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=B&legNo=2&year=21
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?chamber=S&legType=B&legNo=3&year=21
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/21%20Regular/bills/house/HB0011.pdf


 
 

Funding Opportunities—Loans 

Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) 

Deadline: March 31, 2021  

The new PPP program is open and has ben updated to specifically target at-risk small business owners. Four CDFIs are taking 

applications from New Mexico for the program: Dreamspring, LiftFund, Clearinghouse, and RCAC. Answers to Frequently 

Asked Questions about the updated program can be found here.  
 

Employee Retention Tax Credit 

Deadline: July 31, 2021  

If your business  either did not receive or qualify for PPP you may qualify for the Employee Retention Tax Credit in order to 

support employee wages and related health insurance costs. The credit is taken against the employer's share of Social 

Security tax. 
 

NCNMEDD Working Now Loan 

The Working Now Revolving Loan Fund offers small, interest-deferred loans to pandemic-impacted businesses in the 

counties of Colfax, Los Alamos, Mora, Rio Arriba, San Miguel, Santa Fe and Taos. These are small loans of up to $10,000 

aimed at businesses affected by the pandemic. If your business is in need of additional funding please contact Keith Flynn at 

(505) 356-9600.  
 

Main Street Lending Program 

The program is designed to help credit flow to small and medium-sized for-profit businesses and nonprofit organizations 

that were in sound financial condition before the onset of the COVID-19 crisis, but now need loans to help maintain their 

operations until they have recovered from, or adapted to, the impacts of the pandemic.  
 

 

 

 

 

During our recovery, loan products provide funding in various dollar amounts with low interest rates to help business 

owners buy PPE, keep workers on payroll and stay current on bills.  
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Resources for Small Businesses and Individuals 
NCNMEDD Small Business Basics and Consultation 
NCNMEDD hosted four small business basics webinars during the month of February that can be accessed at our 
website. Business advisors Trish Abbin and Tessah Latson are available for one-on-on business consultation in both 
English and Spanish. Webinars will continue throughout March every Wednesday at 3pm, see the schedule here. 
 

PNM COVID Customer Relief Program  
Designed to deliver immediate assistance for residential, small business, and nonprofit PNM customers who are behind 
on their bills to avoid interruptions of electric service down the road.  
 

COVID-19 Vaccines 
Over 400,000 new Mexicans have now received at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine! Stay up to date on when the 
vaccine may be available to your community here and register for the vaccine here.  
 

Mental Health Resources 
Continuation of the pandemic has correlated to increased stress and feelings of sadness. If you or someone you know 
would benefit from mental health services, please reach out to the NM Crisis Center or your local mental health 
provider.  
 

IRS Free File 
The IRS, alongside private tax preparation and filing industry leaders, is offering services to income earners of $72,000 or 
less to assist with filing taxes for 2020.   
 

Rural Development Toolkit 
Register for the Outdoor Recreation Roundtable or ORR Rural Development Toolkit webinar on March 5th from 10-11 
am. 

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/paycheck-protection-program
https://www.dreamspring.org/
https://www.liftfund.com/
https://www.clearinghousecdfi.com/
https://www.rcac.org/lending/paycheck-protection-program-ppp/
https://sba.thehartford.com/business-management/small-biz-owner/new-stimulus-act/?cmp=EMC-SC-SBA-91213813&eml=1
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/faqs-employee-retention-credit-under-the-cares-act
https://www.ncnmedd.com/rlf
mailto:keithf@ncnmedd.com
https://www.bostonfed.org/supervision-and-regulation/supervision/special-facilities/main-street-lending-program/main-street-lending-program-overview.aspx
https://www.ncnmedd.com/technical-assistance
https://www.ncnmedd.com/
https://www.ncnmedd.com/technical-assistance
https://www.pnmforwardtogether.com/help?mc_cid=f81a3b0064&mc_eid=22a73a6ef9#:~:text=The%20new%20PNM%20COVID%20Customer,road%2C%20and%20bring%20a%20sigh
https://cv.nmhealth.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/NM-Executive-Summary_Jurisdictional-COVID-19-Vaccination-Plan-10.26.20-.pdf
https://cv.nmhealth.org/covid-vaccine/
https://cvvaccine.nmhealth.org/
https://nmlegis.gov/Entity/LFC/Documents/Program_Evaluation_Reports/Action%20Plan%20-%20Suicide%20Prevention.pdf
https://nmcrisisline.com/covid-19-resources/
https://www.irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-taxes-for-free
https://recreationroundtable.org/rural-development-toolkit/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/6304774909052799248?mc_cid=f81a3b0064&mc_eid=22a73a6ef9
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NCNMEDD 

3900 Paseo Del Sol 

Santa Fe, NM  87507 
 

 

505-395-2668 

ncnmedd.com 

Funding Opportunities—Grants 

WaterSMART Grants: Small-Scale Water Efficiency Projects  

Deadline: March 18th, 2021 

Supports small-scale water efficiency projects to conserve and use water more efficiently, mitigate 

conflict in areas at a high risk of future water conflict, and accomplish other benefits that 

contribute to water supply reliability. $3,000,000 in total funds, 40 awards expected.  
 

USDA Community Facilities Technical Assistance and Training Grant  

Deadline: March 22nd, 2021  

Assists communities to identify and plan for community facility needs and to locate private 

resources to finance the resulting community project(s). $1,500,000 in total funding, 15 awards 

expected.  
 

USDA Rural Community Development Initiative  

Deadline: March 22nd, 2021  

RCDI grants are awarded to help non-profit housing and community development organizations, 

low-income rural communities and federally recognized tribes support housing, community 

facilities, and economic development projects in rural areas. $6,000,000 in total funding, 30 awards 

expected.  
 

USDA Rural Business Development Grants  

Deadline: March 31st, 2021 

Grants funds to provide technical assistance and training for small rural businesses. Small business 

is defined as businesses with fewer than 50 new workers and less than $1 million in gross revenue.  
 

USDA REAP-Renewable Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency Improvements  

Deadline: March 31st, 2021 

Assists agricultural producers and rural small businesses in installing renewable energy systems and 

energy efficiency improvements in order to reduce energy consumption. $35,400,000 in total 

funds, 1,000 awards expected.  

 

SBA Shuttered Venue Operators (SVO) Grant Program  

$15 billion available in grants to shuttered  live venue operators, theaters, live performing arts 

spaces, museums, zoos, and eligible talent representatives. Grants are available for either 45% of 

2019 gross earned revenue or $10 million, whichever is less.  

 

 

Grant funding opportunities can help with future local government projects. If you have questions about any of the below 
opportunities contact Alison Turner at (505) 716-5580. 

• The Grant Plant Inc. COVID-19 Emergency Grants 

• NM Grant Makers Association 

• GrantStation Database of COVID-19 Related Grant Opportunities 

• Covid-Cap online Database of recovery resources 

• State and Federal Grants Advisory 

Other Grant Finding Resources 

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=331030
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/community-facilities-technical-assistance-and-training-grant
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-community-development-initiative-grants
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-business-development-grants/nm?pid=
https://www.rd.usda.gov/programs-services/rural-energy-america-program-renewable-energy-systems-energy-efficiency
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/shuttered-venue-operators-grant
mailto:alisont@ncnmedd.com
https://www.thegrantplantnm.com/resources/covid-19-emergency-grants/
https://www.nmag.org/grantmaker-resources/grantmaker-resources-reports-and-publications-2/
https://grantstation.com/covid-19-related-funding?utm_campaign=6dd6a1539a-IEDC_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=International%20Economic%20Development%20Council%20%28IEDC%29%20GrantStation%20email%20list&utm_term=0_8f920803a0-6dd6a1539a-91827377
https://www.covidcap.com/find
https://91720308-6255-4784-bc34-670f7aca0c95.filesusr.com/ugd/7b4d37_5ffba02af6264dedabdd31ac99aba9a4.pdf
https://91720308-6255-4784-bc34-670f7aca0c95.filesusr.com/ugd/7b4d37_1eb180b57e4b4f23b4b1734532788d24.pdf

